
 

 

Music Parent Meeting Minutes 

October 23, 2019 

Directors Present:  Mark Iwinski, Chris Moan, Mary McCarthy 

Board:    Nancy Evans, Nicole, Gordon, Deb Jennings, Marie Kole, Leonard  

                                Pabisinski, Jamie Welling 

Correspondence:  None. 

President’s Report: Tony Sarratore, the district board president, former Andrew band parent 

was introduced as being in attendance. One week of marching band left 

and a thanks to the many parents that have helped this year.  It couldn’t 

be done without you.  It was clarified that the deposit for concert uniforms 

would not be deposited as originally indicated.  Tom Killaran will be taking 

pictures at the fall concert on Nov. 7th and these will be for sale to parents 

after the show.  This photographer also did the senior banners that were 

done for senior night. 

Treasurer’s Report: $25000 is the estimate final total made from the Invitational.  Uniform 

payments are do this week so if you have not sent them in please do so 

as soon as possible. Still waiting on final numbers from the recent 

fundraisers.  The discussion moved ahead to the fundraising report next. 

Fundraising: The recent events and amounts raised from fundraising included the 

coffee fundraiser which raised $169 for the general fund, $155 for City 

Barbecue, $174 for Buffalo Wild Wings and $196 for Lou Malnatis dining 

events.  Wreath fundraising fundraiser is coming up soon and will be due 

Nov. 7th.  Marcus Theater fundraiser will start after Thanksgiving.  Butter 

Braids will be offered as a fundraiser in Spring to help students fund their 

Music For All trip.  Raffle Tickets for the craft show have been given to 

marching band students and should be coming home with chorus and 

band students as well.  We are asking families to sell 10 tickets for this 

event. 

Director’s Report: Mary McCarthy talked about the Choral concert which featured the district 

middle school choirs as well in performance.  She also thanked parents for 

their help in the marching season and offered a special congrats to the 



 

parents that built the skeletons for the show.  Marie Diehl and John Baggio 

were two of the parents involved and who were at the meeting.  John 

mentioned there were about 6 parents involved in that project and also 

included donations from various groups such as the CTA, Water 

Reclamation District and others. Mr. Iwinski also noted that the skeletons 

have been a viral video on TicToc.   

 Mary also commented on the trumpet solo and the parents who cheer for 

this and other parts of the show in perfect timing and this adds to the 

experience of the performance.  Thanks to those who help and who 

attended the shows.  Next Wednesday will be the 8th grade open house 

and music program will be onsite to promote our programs.     

 Mr. Moan reported on the success of the fall choral concert.  Percussion 

class has been preparing some ensembles at the Nov. 7th concert.  Choirs 

are already preparing Holiday music for the winter concert and will feature 

VJA Acapella and VJA Sisters. Bell Canto and Chorale will be performing 

for the 8th grade open house. Skylar Quin was a district 1 chorus 

representing VJA at the district competition. The Chorale will be taking a 

trip to Nashville in the Spring and some items are still being finalized for 

the itinerary. 

 Mr. Iwinski mentioned that the band had a large number of students make 

it into ILMEA for this year including Vince Bueno, Jason Kole-Butcher, Eli 

LaChonce, Nathan Esa, Elaina Miller, Claire O’Connell, DeonCarlo 

Velarde, Alfina Yu, Alex Procajlo. Marching band has been great and the 

judge’s tapes all have very positive and fun comments about the show and 

the skeleton effects.  He reported that the judges on tapes have had 

positive comments on our soloists and Mr. Iwinski again reported that the 

tapes from judges have had positive comments he has not heard before.  

A great performance at State with a 5th place placement, which we haven’t 

done since 2008.  It has been a great season and he is proud of the 

students and everyone involved.  

 November 7th concert is coming soon and there will be some integration 

practice prior to this.  A google classroom winter activities form has gone 

out to students to express their interest in these programs.  Please remind 

your students to complete this if they are interested. A District 230 all 

district band is something they are looking to coordinate with the other 

schools.  This will feature students from the concert and symphonic bands 

and they will be nominated by the directors and the concert will be 

January 22nd at Sandburg High School.   

Tony Sarratore introduced himself as the president of the D230 school 

board and as a former band parent from VJA.  He is familiar with what the 

band parents do as he pushed props and equipment as well as serving on 

the music parent board. He likes to attend the parent organization 



 

meetings to touch base and see what needs the groups may have and 

how the board can assist. If you have any issue you wish to discuss 

please reach out to Tony.   

The school is working on a e-learning program that will replace snow days 

with an online learning option instead and the hope is to implement this in 

the upcoming winter.  Students will be provided with the information on 

how this will work and will operate through their Chromebook and the 

google classroom.  

The board passed the 17th balanced budget at their last meeting.  This is 

something most school districts find difficult to achieve and unfortunately it 

gets harder for D230 to do this each year as well with continued cuts in 

State funding.  Despite these cuts the district has not cut student 

programs and in many cases have increased the number of these.  The 

district has a 25-year plan for the district buildings that is being used to 

save money for future projects.  One example is replacing roofing and, in 

the process, adding solar panels.    

Fall Craft Show: About 100 vendors and more applying.  Signs and banners have gone up 

around town and advertising is placed in some local papers.  We can use 

more volunteers for setup Friday night.  It was noted that for Marching 

Band families this is a required event.  Sharon Marciano expressed the 

need for more volunteers especially at setup and cleanup.  Kids can sign 

up through Sheri Belestri and the  Service Learning office. The google 

signup for fall craft show volunteers has been sent as a link via email and 

posted on Facebook.     

Board and Committee  

Positions (2020-2021) A reminder that there are two open board positions and several committee 

chair positions available.  Parents must have attended a minimum three 

music parent meetings to be eligible to run and/or vote.  The duties of the 

board members were explained.  There was also a mention of starting a 

new chair for a recruiting and promotion committee to help disseminate 

information to the middle school band members. 

Open Discussion:  Any candy that parents have brought for BOA can leave that with Deb at 

the meeting.  A parent asked about if and how we submit news stories in 

local newspapers.  The school does have someone on staff that writes 

articles and we sometimes work with her.  Mr. Iwinski also noted that the 

Windy Symphony has an article that will be coming out in a future issue of 

the Tinley Junction. 

A parent reported a story about running into some marching parents after 

the ISU competition and the students and parents expressing their 

excitement about our show.  There is also a YouTube video made by the 

Greendale Marching Band who attended out invitational. The video is a 



 

nice promotion of our event and has beautiful shots of our campus.  A link 

to the video will be posted on the VJA Bands Facebook page.  

 

Motion to Adjourn:  Phyllis Hickey 

2nd:     Rick Campbell 

 

 


