
 

 

Music Parent Meeting Minutes 

August 22, 2018 

Directors Present:  Mark Iwinski, Mary McCarthy, Chris Moan 

Board:    Cheryl Doody, Nancy Evans, Marie Kole, Leonard Pabisinski, Jamie  

    Welling 

Correspondence:  No new correspondence at this time. 

Open and Welcome: The board members introduced themselves including the instruments their 

kids play and their kids year in school.  Cheryl, Marie, Leonard and Jamie 

are new to the music board while Nancy is entering her second year on 

the board and has moved to the position of treasurer. 

President’s Report: School year has just begun but it was a long summer with lots of activities.  

Band camp was a beautiful event which ran incredibly smoothly and the 

kids did an incredible job over the week.  A special thanks was made to 

Carrie Rooy as well as the parent volunteers who took off a week to help 

the band.  The band also attended the DCI prelim performance in 

Indianapolis for the first of what is hoped to be an annual band trip.  It was 

a great trip and the kids enjoyed just watching the shows and spending 

time together for the first time since band camp. 

Uniforms are coming along and a big thanks to uniform moms and 

volunteers for fittings which were completed the previous Saturday. The 

kids were very excited about the new uniforms.  We will be looking for 

parent volunteers in the future for uniforms especially at home football 

games.  Parents are encouraged to keep an eye out for future requests for 

help. 

Very excited and happy with the response to the board’s volunteer 

requests.  Thank you to all who have stepped forward to help and we look 

forward to your continued participation.  We couldn’t do the things our 

program does without all of the music parents. Please reach out to the 

board at any time with your questions or concerns. 

 



 

Treasurer’s Report: There was not much to report.  The parents were reminded about fees 

due for the upcoming marching season.  Nancy reported on a successful 

Charity Poker fundraising event.  She encouraged parents to volunteer for 

future events and she plans to have several more charity poker events 

before the end of the year.  The Annual Golf Outing was also reported to 

be a success.  The 2018-2019 budget was distributed to parents attending 

the meeting. 

 

Director’s Report: Mary McCarthy introduced herself as the Department Chair for Music and 

English.  She is in her 20th year at Andrew High School.  She reported the 

year is off to a great start. Her role is to supervise the English and Music 

departments and curriculum as well as acting as a liaison with the music 

parents to make sure they have what they need.  The music program 

would not be possible without the assistance of the music parents.  Back 

to school night is next Wednesday and she encouraged parents to attend.  

Juniors are taking the PSAT Oct. 24th during the school day.  Scores will 

be posted online on the college board website.   

 

 Mr. Moan reported on choir and theater and noted that things are already 

“cooking” for chorus with 37 incoming Freshman.  The groups are 

currently working with basic group voice lessons and next they are going 

into group work and they are sounding great.  Oct. 4th is the fall choral 

concert with ksd140 and central middle school choirs invited as well.  

Working on freshman theater show and just had auditions today.  Winter 

musical in November and waiting on title including the one for the spring 

show. 

 

 Mr. Iwinski reported on band.  Nov. 8th is fall band concert. Holiday concert 

will be on December 13th and will again be the Prism concert as it went 

well.  Mrs. McCarthy reminded parents that It is an opportunity for parent 

volunteers to assist back stage.  She also explained the Prism concert for 

new parents, saying it is a combined music program concert including 

band, chorus and orchestra plus featuring combined pieces and small 

ensembles.   

 Marching band is in full swing and the show is exciting and a departure for 

us.  It is in its infancy but so much work has gone into it already.  First 

contest is Stagg, a departure from previous years when we attended Lake 

Park.  We are supporting our D230 sister school and they will be present 

at our invitational.  This year marks the first time all three district schools 

will be performing at both local invitational events (Stagg and VJA). 



 

 The following week will be our invitational and will include ISU which has 

many VJA alumni marching in it.  This event started 4 years ago with 13 

bands and now is at 22 bands and has a great reputation.  Homecoming 

and preview show will occur before we start our end of the season run of 

events in October.  Mr. I encouraged parents to attend the various 

marching band competitions we compete in.  The band loves to hear and 

see our parents and family in the audience so cheer when you see and 

hear stuff you like.  You will get an itinerary prior to shows and Cheryl will 

send out an email about food as well. 

ILMEA is an honor ensemble that band and chorus students can audition 

for.  There is a performance downstate in November for those who are 

selected. Auditions are in October at Sandburg High School and you can 

find the specific date on the band calendar.  Audition music for this is the 

same as what they did for their VJA band auditions.   

Our three D230 schools were awarded a band showcase from the D230 

foundation and will perform together in concert during the Spring 

semester.  We will go to Naperville and play at North Central College and 

this will replace the Wind Symphony spring concert.  The Century 

fundraiser has kicked off and will help students to get funds for the Disney 

trip at Spring Break, March 21-26, 2019.  Performances occur on the 

weekend so we leave a little early.  In addition to performances students 

also a lot of time to hang out together in the parks.  There will be a kick off 

meeting next month and more information will be coming out soon. The 

Century Fundraiser usually has a split of the profits of 50% for the 

individual students and 50% for the program but this year, due to it being a 

Disney year, all of the profit goes to the individual student. 

 

Fundraising: Nicole Gordon presented a breakdown of fundraisers with a list of planned 

events and proposed fundraising ideas that was given out to all parents 

attending the meeting.  She also promoted the script program which is 

separate from fundraising events but is useful for raising funds for your 

student.  Michelle Campbell is the script chair but was not present so 

Nicole explained the basics of the program.   

The Century fundraiser has started and students should have received the 

materials in their classes.  More copies were available to parents at the 

meeting.  A food fundraising event has been scheduled for Sept 7. At City 

Barbecue.  Families must present a coupon to be scanned at the 

restaurant in order for the program to get the donation.   We will also have 

a Mattress fundraiser on September 29th which may be a one or two-day 

event.  More information to come.  Nicole listed a number of other events 

which were all listed on the handout she provided during the meeting.  



 

She is also looking into monthly restaurant fundraiser and asked that 

parents please send her any fundraising ideas they may have. 

 

VJA Invitational:  Sept 15th is our 4th annual Invitational which is a huge undertaking and we 

need all of you to help in any way you can.  We have people throughout 

campus and need lots of volunteers to cover all of these areas.  Also any 

friends and family volunteers are welcome.  We currently have about 30 

volunteers but need many more.  Keep an eye out on Facebook and email 

for the sign up.  This is the biggest fundraiser of the year and one parent 

reminded the meeting that this event keeps your band fees down.  

 

Opening Discussion:  We are in need of someone to video the shows and post this on the VJA 

Facebook group.  Please let us know if you or someone you know would 

be willing to do this.  Jamie reminded parents that the 2nd Pop drop had 

been moved to 12:30 the following Saturday and we are still looking for 

volunteers.  

Leonard reported that Props may need to be weighed down and so 

parents are free to come back and help at a show even if they are not 

officially on the band dad crew.  They could also use help when we return 

to school with unloading of trucks.  There are a large number of parents 

who have signed up so not all of them will be picked to attend.  We try to 

take experienced parents and newer parents and will try and rotate as we 

can.   

 

Motion to Adjourn:  Kelly Vasala 

    2nd: Leonard Pabisinski 

 

 


