
 

 

Music Parent Meeting Minutes 

October 24, 2018 

Directors Present:  Mark Iwinski, Mary McCarthy, Chris Moan 

Board:    Cheryl Doody, Nancy Evens, Marie Kole, Leonard Pabisinski, Jamie  

    Welling 

Correspondence:  The Music Parents received a thank you note from an attendee of the  

           Invitational that had been addressed to Mr. Nolting.  She expressed her  

           appreciation of a well-run even and  specifically thanked volunteers,  

           including Mr. Bartucci, who helped drive her to and from her car in  

           the parking lot. The parents also received thank you letters from three  

           recently graduated band students (Phillip Baggio, Zac Micek and Hayley  

           Theilman) who expressed their thanks for receiving a music department  

           scholarship last year as they graduated the program. 

President’s Report: Parents were reminded that the November meeting will be the last music 

parent meeting until February.  It was noted that the association by-laws 

require that parents must attend three music parent meetings to be eligible 

to run for a board position.  It was also noted that the Marching Band 

Banquet will be held Sunday, November 11th at the Orland Chateau. 

. 

Treasurer’s Report: There was not much to report and parents were directed to the budget 

handout provided at the meeting and to contact Nancy Evens with any 

questions.  Nancy expressed her thanks to all of the music parents for 

their patience and efforts with band payments over the marching band 

season.  Being new in the position was a concern for her but she has 

found it much easier thanks to the parents for their help in getting 

payments in on time and communicating with her throughout the season. 

 

Director’s Report: Mary McCarthy congratulated the band on their successful season so far 

and expressed her excitement in seeing the band finish off the season in 

their final performance at BoA in St. Louis.  She also made parents aware 

of the 8th grade open house which is a new event to get potential students 



 

to explore the school prior to them making decisions about attending 

Andrew next Fall.  

 Mr. Moan reported on choir and noted that they are working diligently on 

their holiday music at the moment.  He also mentioned his new student 

teacher Mr. Mulligan, from Vander Cook school of music. He reminded 

parents of the upcoming Prism Concert on Dec. 13th and the mandatory 

rehearsal on Dec. 11 from 6-8:30pm.  He also expressed the need for 

parent volunteers to help at both the practice and the show and that this 

would be brought up again at the next meeting. The winter musical, 

“Songs for a New World” will be presented Dec. 6-8.   

ILMEA district festival will be held on Nov. 17th at Oak Park-River Forest 

High School.  Choir will be sending Taylor Mondragon, Emily Petro, and 

Kyle Welling. Mr. Moan was asked a question about monies budgeted to 

the choir and musical programs and how do get more involvement from 

choir parents in music parents events and fundraisers. The suggestion 

was made to make efforts to insure choir parents were more informed 

about where the funds for these smaller events come from.  Mr. Moan 

agreed that this was a worthwhile effort but not specific plan was 

developed at that time. 

 Mr. Iwinski presented the Grand Champion trophy the marching band won 

at Providence Invitational. The marching band season has been going well 

but everyone was shocked and disappointed at the ISU competition.  He 

then played a voicemail he received from a spectator at ISU who also is a 

DCI judge who commended the band on a wonderful performance and 

expressed that the band should be proud of their show and efforts. 

 Upcoming band concert is Nov. 8 and the following week the Wind 

Symphony will be visiting Central Middle School during the morning of the 

school day.  A number of students made it into ILMEA including Noelle 

Doody, Jayson House, Nathan Esa, Johnathan Laxamana, Aman Merza, 

Cameron Bilek, John Sikorski and Michael Allen.  

The final marching band practice will be held tomorrow night (10/25) and 

Mr. I wanted to invite parents to attend during the final run through of the 

show in the last half hour of the practice.  Also, parents of seniors are 

invited to attend the senior speeches which will be held at the hotel in St. 

Louis the Saturday of BOA.  Parents that are interested should talk with 

Marie Kole about the details.   

 Google form has been sent out to students to gauge interest in activities 

for the winter season.  Jazz band will be meeting soon as well as Winter 

Percussion and Winter Guard.  Spring Musical will be Aida which will have 

a smaller pit orchestra and a form will be sent out to gauge student 

interest.  Finally, the ISU Jazz Band will be coming to school to perform for 



 

students on Halloween.  Field trip forms are available to students who 

wish to attend. 

 District 230 board member Tony Serratore attended the meeting and 

presented information on behalf of the district and board.  The district 

passed its 16th consecutive balanced budget and did not raise taxes to 

accomplish this.  He also reported that last year, all three D230 schools 

were ranked in the top 10% of schools nationwide by US News and World 

Report.  Sandburg High School will be hosting a district-wide round table 

discussion/seminar on challenges facing students which will be held on 

Nov. 14th at 7pm. This is an important topic and will cover issues including 

bullying, suicide, etc.  Mr. Serratore also spoke about being a former VJA 

band dad and encouraged families to attend a fundraising event that 

supports the Amanda Pucket Scholarship started by the band dads.  This 

event will be at the Chicago Wolves hockey game on Jan. 19th at 7pm and 

the tickets will be $24 and includes free parking. Mary McCarthy thanked 

Tony for his efforts in securing funding for a new acoustical shell. 

 

Fundraising: Nicole Gordon reported that we had wrapped up our 1st phase of the 

mattress sale and the company sold $34,000 in mattresses that weekend.  

Details on the amount that each student will earn from this will be sent out 

next week.  The Butter Braid fundraiser wrapped up with 46 student sales 

with about $7000 in total sales with students getting 20% of their sales into 

their accounts. Pick up will be Nov. 7th, time to be determined.  

 Second phase of the mattress sale will continue with a pillow sale.  Order 

forms will be available and given to students soon and will run through 

Dec. 13th.  Students will receive 10% of the sale of the pillows. Next 

Tuesday is our Culver’s fundraiser which runs all day and order forms for 

wreaths and candles will be out shortly as well.  Marie reminded the 

parents that this Culvers gave us a great deal on individually packaged ice 

cream for our start of the year welcome event and we want to thank them 

for being so supportive of our program. 

 Michelle Campbell reminded parents about the SCRIP program and their 

bonus days currently happening.  These daily bonuses will be posted on 

the VJA Bands Facebook page. It was also suggested to watch for SCRIP 

cards for local restaurant we plan to have future fundraising events at 

such as Noodles and Company and Dave and Busters. 

 

Fall Craft Show:  Doris Burch reminded parents about the upcoming Fall Craft Show on 

November 3 and 4 and we are still in need of many volunteers.  iPad’s 

were available at the meeting for parents to sign up to volunteer and it was 



 

also suggested that the form be sent to Mr. Moan so he could email it out 

to chorus families. 

 Doris also mentioned that she is handing the reins of the craft show over 

to Mark Volk who will take over in Spring with Doris there for guidance.  

Parents were asked to consider helping out as we will need new parents 

to replace those parents leaving in the next two years.   

 

Opening Discussion:  Jamie Welling mentioned the need for a parent to take over the website 

management from Carrie Rooy and that anyone interested should speak 

to him or to Carrie. 

    

 

Motion to Adjourn:  Kelly Vasala 

    2nd: Sharon Marciano 

 

 


