
 

 

Music Parent Meeting Minutes 

March 6, 2019 

Directors Present:  Mark Iwinski, Mary McCarthy 

Board:    Cheryl Doody, Marie Kole, Nancy Evans, Leonard Pabisinski, Jamie  

    Welling 

Correspondence:  No correspondence received. 

President’s Report: Thank you for everyone that helped at the Spring Craftshow.  This event 

wouldn’t be possible without all of your help.  We will be in need of many 

parent volunteers for the Pancake Breakfast on April 7th.  Many areas 

need help and we will also need items for raffle baskets and would 

appreciate any help from our parents.  A google form will be going out 

soon for this. 

. 

Treasurer’s Report: Quit season for us right now.  Preliminary numbers from the Spring 

Craftshow were given at the meeting.  One final number was $9702 from 

crafters alone. 

 

Director’s Report: Mary McCarthy gave the report for Mr. Moan.  He said the Choral did a 

fantastic job at Joliet West Choir Competition and they were 2 points short 

of Grand Champions.  Spring choir concert is Tuesday (3/12) at 7pm.  

Spring Musical, “Aida” is busy with preparations and performances will be 

April 25-27.  Choral and Bel Canto will perform in the D230 Choral Festival 

at Stagg High School on 3/15. 

 Band showcase coming up and is the same night as the Parent University 

and Prom Parent meeting but they will have alternative dates for the prom 

meeting.  She encouraged parents who were not attending the band 

showcase, to attend the parent university as it is a very informational 

night.   

 Mr. Iwinski reported on the various band groups starting with Wind 

Symphony and their performance at the Midwest Band Festival.  The 



 

group won the festival for the second time in the years they have attended 

against some great competition.  They also won best Woodwind and best 

Brass section for the day.   

 Concert and Symphonic bands performed in clinics at the Sandburg 

Concert Band Festival and received some great feedback and had a 

wonderful learning experience. In addition, Winter AP had a successful 

competition last weekend at the Chicago Regional and are moving to the 

Open category.   

 D230 Band Showcase is next Wednesday (3/13) and the directors are 

coordinating so student in the Choir can participate in a clinic in 

preparation for their showcase.  2nd round of tickets was just released but 

will only be available for a week before they go out to the general public.  

The tickets are free. 

 Next Thursday (3/14) is the Spring Instrumental Concert featuring Concert 

Band, Symphonic Band, Concert Orchestra and the Disney Band.  The 

Disney Band is made up of the students traveling to Disney and they will 

be performing pieces from Star Wars, Coco and Lion King.   

 The following week (3/21) we depart for Disney.  There will be more 

practices prior to leaving.  He is finishing up the final travel information and 

tour meeting materials.  The meeting will be held the day before leaving 

for Disney.   

 

Fundraising: Blaze fundraiser was successful based on the traffic that was present but 

final numbers from them are not available.  Plant and Flower Fundraiser is 

coming up, headed by Caryn DuBois from Color Guard.  An appeal was 

made for a parent interested in taking this over next year.  Orders are due 

March 15.   

 Nicole has been discussing the John Lincoln sock fundraiser with John.  

Information and order forms going out next week before Disney. Nicole 

reported that the socks are good quality and that online ordering will be 

available as well.   

 SCRIP cards need to be ordered before Saturday (3/9) to receive them 

before Disney.  There are also SCRIP Now that can be purchased online 

and used.   

 Rachel Grames introduced a fundraising opportunity from Hollywood 

Casino Amphitheater where families can volunteer to work concessions at 

concerts and they get a percentage of sales that go directly back to the 

students account.  Training days are 4/20 at 8:15am at Georgios Banquet 

Hall and 5/5 at 1:15pm also at Georgios as well.  There is an online 



 

training parents must complete prior to attending the training days and 

there is a $14 charge but you will be reimbursed.  The amphitheater is 

requesting we attend at least 15 concerts per year total and a minimum of 

6 people.  Family members can work these as well but they must attend a 

training day. Volunteers must be 18 years of age but cannot serve alcohol.  

Our students are not allowed to work these even if they are 18 per school 

policies. 

 Mark Volk gave a report on the Spring Craftshow.  He thanked volunteers 

and noted that we were down about 20 vendors from last year. Mark, 

along with the board and others, will be looking at ways to increase 

attendance in the future. 

 Marie Kole thanked Chris Babcock from Apparel Designs for designing a 

Disney shirt for parents who will be traveling to see the kids perform.  

They are giving $2 from the sale of each shirt back to the music program. 

 

Motion to amend by-laws Jamie Welling proposed two motions to amend the Music Association By-

Laws.  The two motions are included at the end of the minutes and involve 

creating a new board position of Fundraising Chair.  The reasoning is this 

change is needed due to the important nature of fundraising and the need 

for the chair to work closely with the board and directors.  The motion was 

put to a vote and was unanimously approved by the eligible members in 

attendance.  There were no nay votes in opposition to the motion.  The 

By-Laws will be amended to reflect the motion passing.  

     

Nominations for open 

Board positions: Two positions will be open for the 2019-2020 school year.  These include 

the newly created Fundraising Chair and the position of Second Vice 

President.  From this meeting for one month will be accepting nominations 

for these two positions.  The current second vice president talked about 

what she did this year in her position which included organizing food for all 

band travel as well as coordinating volunteers for football games and for 

marching band competitions. In order to be nominated and to vote for the 

board position, parents must have attended a minimum of three music 

parent meetings over the course of the school year.  Carrie Rooy has 

agreed to be the nomination chairperson and anyone interested should 

contact her.  Once the nominations close, Carrie will contact anyone 

nominated and then let the board know.  If there are more than one 

person nominated for the same position, an election meeting will be called 

in May to vote for these contested positions.  The secretary has meeting 

attendance lists in case parents are not sure of the number of meetings 

that have attended.  



 

Open Discussion:  Michelle Campbell brought up the need to have a parent take over the 

SCRIP program after she leaves next year.  Jamie Welling added to this 

sentiment by pointing out that there are many ways parents can be 

involved including fundraising, bake sale, invitational, craftshow and more.  

This is especially important as several parents who head these up 

currently will be leaving at the end of next year.  

Jamie Welling also had copies of the Thuderpride Newsletter which 

featured pictures of the Winter Percussion and Winter Guard. 

Mr. Iwinski mentioned that the 2019 VJA Invitational (9/14) has 25 band 

registered to attend. The 2018 Invitational had 22 bands. Please mark 

your calendars as well will need many volunteers. To accommodate the 

increased size, we will be moving spectator parking off campus and only 

allowing band trailers and trucks to park in addition to some handicap 

parking near the field.  We will also be providing bus transportation from 

the offsite parking.  

. 

 

Motion to Adjourn:  Kelly Vasalla 

2nd:     Michelle Campbell 

 

 


